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volatile history 




Campaigner was 
once charged 
with possessing 
explosives 





I Blockade - Grattan Puxon is pictured setting up a barricade at Dale Farm on the BBC2 programme Gypsy Wars 


Life and times of Grattan 


GRATTAN Puxon helped 
build the first traveller 
school in Ireland using 
blocks flom the Berlin Wall 
donated by a scrap mer 
chant. 

Described in the Irish 
Times as a "wealthy hippy" . 
Mr Puxon arrived in Ireland 
in the early 1960s before 
Joining travellers fighting to 
remain at the Cherry 
Orchard site 

They faced similar evic 
f inn threats to those at Dale 
Farm, with bailiffs and the 
Irish police fighting to shift 
them 

Puxon said the campaign 
was the start of a "40 year 
struggle for human rights 
by travellers* 

However, the man once 
described in the New York 
Tune* as the "King of the 
Gipsies*', was reluctant lo 
talk to the Echo about the 
explosives allegations 
which saw him bailed for 1C 
months before his case was 
dropped 

He said hr was too "busy" 
organising a traveller festi 
Vil at La union Community 
Centre next month 

However, he said then* 
were "links*" with the mt 
bank* and the plight of Dale 
Farm today 



I King of the Gipsies - Grattan Puxon 


He said “I am just too 
busy organising the festival, 
bul there is a link made in « 
play by Mlrhael Collins. A 
Traveller In Progress, 


between events at Cherry 
Orchard and the Dale Farm 
campaign tliat continues." 

He has previously stated. 
"I helped make the famous 


stand at Cherry Orchard 
having joined them lo avoid 
military service which 1 
opposed on pacifist princi 
pies. 

"After two years living In 
a field, without water, elec 
tricity or sanitation, we won 
the campaign for the first 
council-owned caravan site 
at I^abre Park ” 

He added: "I'm once more 
at their side in their resist 
ance to eviction from Dale 
Farm" 

Puxon. the son of a 
wealthy professional 
English man whose grand 
mother was Irish, arrived in 
the country as a Journalist 

He organised several 
protests, before leaving 
Ireland after the case and 
formed the Gypsy Council 
in England in 1966 and 
World Romani Congress in 
1971. 

In the 1980s he tuok the 
campaign to Europe, living 
In Salonika. Groccv. where 
he campaigned for gipsy vic- 
tims of the holocaust as sec 
retary general of the con 
grass 

Ho later became secretary 
of the US Romani Council in 
Los Angela, when Ihe New 
York Times made Its "King 
of the Gipsies" claim 


Authorities 
all seem 
unwilling to 
take action 


POTENTIALLY lethal 
gas canisters are still 
being stockpiled at the 
Dale Farm traveller 
site 

Our picture shows a 
collection of bottles 
stacked under tarpau 
lin near the scaffold 
gateway built with the 
help of Grattan Puxon 
last July 

On websites Mr 
Puxon says the site Is 
"ready" and an evic 
tlon "could be defeat 

od" 

He states: "Dale 
Farm now has stout 
defences (barbed wire, 
scaffolding, multiple 
steel gates) and with 
non-violent resistance 
and a human shield an 
eviction attempt might 
well be defeated " 

Despite residents' 
fears about the pres- 
ence of the canisters, 
authorities seem 
reluctant to act 

Calor Gas. which 
owns some of the bot 
ties that should tie 


returned once empty is 
investigating, but said 
its property could not 
be retrieved without 
police support 

Basildon police Supt 
Glenn Caton was con 
ermed by the number 
of bottles, but admitted 
he knew of no legist* 
tion outlawing them 
being kept on private 
ground 

Martin Trevilllon. 
Basildon fire service 
community safety offi- 
cer. said there were 
still bottles at the base 
of the scaffolding and 
an informal arrange 
mrnt for their collec- 
tion had been set up 

He said. "We now 
have good relations 
with the travellers, 
however, there are hun- 
dreds of bottles on site 
at anytime and we have 
no way of knowing 
where they all are." 

A Basil tlon Council 
spokesman said tt did 
not believe it had any 
powers of removal. 



■ Blocked - canisters at the Dale Farm entrance 
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